Texas HB 2204 (2001)

1-1 AN ACT

1-2 relating to the construction of facilities and trails for bicycles,
1-3 el ectric bicycles, and pedestrians and to the safe operation of

1-4 bi cycl es and el ectric bicycles.

1-5 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

1-6 SECTION 1. This Act nmay be called the Matthew Brown Act.

1-7 SECTION 2. Section 411.0175, Covernnent Code, is anmended to
1-8 read as foll ows:

1-9 Sec. 411.0175. ACCI DENT REPORTS. The departnent shall

1-10 (1) tabulate and anal yze the [mptor] vehicle accident
1-11 reports it receives;

1-12 (2) annually or nore frequently publish statistica
1-13 i nformati on derived fromthe accident reports as to the nunber,
1-14 cause, and location of highway accidents, including infornmation
1-15 regardi ng the nunber of accidents involving injury to, death of, or
1-16 property damage to a bicyclist or pedestrian; and

1-17 (3) provide an abstract of the statistical information
1-18 for each preceding bienniumto the governor and the |egislature,
1-19 with its conclusions and findings and recommendati ons for

1-20 decreasi ng hi ghway accidents and increasing hi ghway safety.

1-21 SECTI ON 3. Subchapter H, Chapter 201, Transportation Code
1-22 i s amended by addi ng Section 201.614 to read as foll ows:

1-23 Sec. 201.614. SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL PROGRAM (a) The

1-24 departnment shall establish and admi nister a Safe Routes to Schoo
2-1 Programto distribute noney received under the Hazard Elinm nation
2-2 Program (23 U.S.C. Section 152), as amended, to politica

2-3 subdi vi sions for projects to i nmprove safety in and around schoo
2-4 areas. Projects eligible to receive noney under this program nmay
2-5 i ncl ude:

2-6 (1) installation of new crosswal ks and bi ke | anes;

2-7 (2) construction of nmultiuse trails;

2-8 (3) construction and repl acenent of sidewal ks;

2-9 (4) inplenmentation of traffic-calning prograns in
2-10 nei ghbor hoods around school s; and
2-11 (5) construction of wide outside |lanes to be used as
2-12 bi ke routes.
2-13 (b) The departnment, in considering project proposals under
2-14 this section, shall consider
2-15 (1) the denpnstrated need of the applicant;
2-16 (2) the potential of the proposal to reduce child
2-17 injuries and fatalities;
2-18 (3) the potential of the proposal to encourage wal ki ng
2-19 and bicycling anong students;
2-20 (4) identification of safety hazards,;
2-21 (5) identification of current and potential walKking
2-22 and bicycling routes to school; and
2-23 (6) support for the projects proposed by | oca
2-24 school - based associations, traffic engineers, elected officials,
2-25 | aw enf orcenent agencies, and school officials.
2-26 (c) The departnment may all ocate noney received by the
2-27 departnment fromthe federal governnment under the Hazard Elinination
3-1 Program (23 U.S.C. Section 152), as anmended, to projects under this
3-2 secti on.

3-3 (d) The departnment shall adopt rules to inplement this

3-4 secti on.

3-5 SECTI ON 4. Subchapter A, Chapter 502, Transportation Code
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i s amended by addi ng Section 502.0075 to read as foll ows:

Sec. 502.0075. ELECTRIC BICYCLES. (a) In this section,
"electric bicycle" has the neani ng assigned by Section 541.201

(b) This chapter does not require the owner of an electric
bi cycle to register the electric bicycle.

SECTION 5. Section 541.201, Transportation Code, is anmended
by amendi ng Subdi visions (10) and (11) and addi ng Subdi vi si on (24)
to read as foll ows:

(10) "Mdtor-driven cycle" neans a notorcycl e equi pped

with a nmotor that has an engi ne piston displacenment of 250 cubic
centimeters or less. The termdoes not include an electric

bi cycl e.

(11) "Motor vehicle" neans a self-propelled vehicle or
a vehicle that is propelled by electric power fromoverhead trolley
wires. The termdoes not include an electric bicycle.

(24) "Electric bicycle" nmeans a hicycle that:

(A) is designed to be propelled by an electric

not or, exclusively or in conbination with the application of human
power ;

(B) cannot attain a speed of nore than 20 miles
per hour wi thout the application of human power; and
(C) does not exceed a weight of 100 pounds.

SECTION 6. Section 542.202(a), Transportation Code, is
amended to read as foll ows:

(a) This subtitle does not prevent a local authority, with
respect to a highway under its jurisdiction and in the reasonable
exerci se of the police power, from

(1) regulating traffic by police officers or
traffic-control devices;
(2) regulating the stopping, standing, or parking of a

vehi cl e;

(3) regulating or prohibiting a procession or
assenbl age on a hi ghway;

(4) regulating the operation and requiring
registration and licensing of a bicycle or electric hicycle,
i ncludi ng paynent of a registration fee, except as provided by
Section 551. 106;

(5) regulating the tine, place, and manner in which a
roller skater may use a hi ghway;

(6) regulating the speed of a vehicle in a public

park;

(7) regulating or prohibiting the turning of a vehicle
or specified type of vehicle at an intersection;

(8) designating an intersection as a stop intersection
or a yield intersection and requiring each vehicle to stop or yield
at one or nore entrances to the intersection

(9) designating a highway as a through highway;

(10) designating a highway as a one-way hi ghway and
requi ring each vehicle on the highway to nove in one specific
direction;

(11) designating school crossing guards and schoo
Crossi ng zones;

(12) altering a speed limt as authorized by this
subtitle; or

(13) adopting other traffic rules specifically
authorized by this subtitle.

SECTION 7. Sections 545.065(a) and (c), Transportation Code,
are anended to read as foll ows:
(a) The Texas Transportation Conm ssion by resolution or
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order recorded in its mnutes nay prohibit the use of a
limted-access or controlled-access highway under the jurisdiction
of the conm ssion by a parade, funeral procession, pedestrian

bi cycle, electric bicycle, nmotor-driven cycle, or nonnotorized
traffic.

(c) A local authority by ordinance may prohibit the use of a
limted-access or controll ed-access roadway under the jurisdiction
of the authority by a parade, funeral procession, pedestrian
bi cycle, electric bicycle, motor-driven cycle, or nonnotorized
traffic.

SECTI ON 8. Section 547.002, Transportation Code, is anmended
to read as foll ows:

Sec. 547.002. APPLICABILITY. Unless a provision is
specifically nade applicable, this chapter and the rules of the
depart nent adopted under this chapter do not apply to:

(1) an inplenment of husbandry;

(2) road machinery;

(3) aroad roller;

(4) a farmtractor;

(5) a bicycle, a bicyclist, or bicycle equipnment; [of]

(6) an electric bicycle, an electric bicyclist, or
el ectric bicycle equi pnent; or

(7) a golf cart not required to be registered under
Section 502.284.

SECTION 9. Section 551.002, Transportation Code, is anmended
to read as foll ows:

Sec. 551.002. MOPED AND ELECTRI C BI CYCLE | NCLUDED. A
provision of this subtitle applicable to a bicycle also applies to:

(1) a noped, other than a provision that by its nature
cannot apply to a noped; and

(2) an electric bicycle, other than a provision that
by its nature cannot apply to an electric bicycle.

SECTI ON 10. Section 551.103(a), Transportation Code, is
amended to read as foll ows:

(a) Except as provided by Subsection (b), a person operating
a bicycle on a roadway who is noving slower than the other traffic
on the roadway shall ride as near as practicable to the right curb
or edge of the roadway, unless:

(1) the person is passing another vehicle noving in
the sane direction;

(2) the person is preparing to turn left at an
intersection or onto a private road or driveway; [ok]

(3) a condition on or of the roadway, including a
fixed or noving object, parked or noving vehicle, pedestrian,
ani mal, or surface hazard[ —er—substandardwi-dthtanre] prevents
the person fromsafely riding next to the right curb or edge of the
roadway; or

(4) the person is operating a bicycle in an outside
| ane that is:

(A) less than 14 feet in width and does not have
a designated bicycle | ane adjacent to that |ane; or

(B) too narrow for a bicycle and a notor vehicle
to safely travel side by side.

SECTION 11. Section 551.104, Transportation Code, is anended
to read as foll ows:

Sec. 551.104. SAFETY EQUI PMENT. (a) A person may not
operate a bicycle unless the bicycle is equipped with a brake
capabl e of maki ng a braked wheel skid on dry, level, clean
pavenent .
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(b) A person may not operate a bicycle at nighttinme unless
the bicycle is equipped with:

(1) a lanp on the front of the bicycle that enmits a
white light visible froma distance of at | east 500 feet in front
of the bicycle; and

(2) on the rear of the bicycle:

(A) aredreflector [entherear of the bicycle]

(i) [(A-] of a type approved by the

that is:

departnment; and
(ii) [€B)Y] visible when directly in front

of lawful upper beans of notor vehicle headl anps fromall distances
from50 to 300 feet to the rear of the bicycle; or

(8 [

hi VG a s B g ] alanp [en
] that enmits a red light visible froma
di stance of 500 feet to the rear of the bicycle.
SECTI ON 12. Subchapter B, Chapter 551, Transportation Code,
i s amended by addi ng Section 551.106 to read as foll ows:
Sec. 551.106. REGULATION OF ELECTRIC BI CYCLES. (a) The
departnment or a local authority may not prohibit the use of an
el ectric bicycle on a highway that is used prinmarily by notor
vehicles. The departnment or a local authority nmay prohibit the use
of an electric bicycle on a highway used primarily by pedestri ans.
(b) The departnment shall establish rules for the
adnmi nistration of this section.
SECTI ON 13. Section 551.103(d), Transportation Code, is
r epeal ed
SECTION 14. This Act takes effect Septenber 1, 2001.

Presi dent of the Senate Speaker of the House

| certify that H B. No. 2204 was passed by the House on My
5, 2001, by a non-record vote; that the House refused to concur in
Senate anmendnments to H. B. No. 2204 on May 25, 2001, and requested
t he appoi ntnment of a conference committee to consider the
di fferences between the two houses; and that the House adopted the
conference committee report on H. B. No. 2204 on May 27, 2001, by a
non-record vote.

Chief Clerk of the House
| certify that H B. No. 2204 was passed by the Senate, with
anmendnents, on May 21, 2001, by a viva-voce vote; at the request of
the House, the Senate appointed a conference conmittee to consider
the differences between the two houses; and that the Senate adopted
the conference conmittee report on H B. No. 2204 on May 27, 2001
by a viva-voce vote

Secretary of the Senate
APPROVED:

Dat e

Gover nor



